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2, Anticommunism as an expression of Czech or Slovek nationalism,
On the Czech side, it is General Prehala who can bo termed as its representative,
Genersl PRCHALA is a Czech officer vho did not return home after the last war be=
cauge of political differences with Dr, Banes, His followers make up a tiny group
among cr exiles. The judgements en Geneval's qualities as a soldier run diametrie
cally, but there 1s no doubt about his political capabilities among the democratic
exiles. The legend that grev arcund him as an immediste consequence of the first
disappointment after Fetruary has mostly evaporated since, General PRCHAIA is
said by the people vho lmow him to bo a man of very limited views who hns no polie
tical sense; he 1s eaid to have no demooratic convietlions, and, besidos, he guffers
from something like mogalomania, His political reasoning is embryonis and naive,
He refuses to recognize the nocessity of politieal parties in democracy; he fla=
ttors the Sudeten Germans for reasons of his personal ambition vhich is both un=
reasonable and irresponsible, His negotintiong with the Slovak separatist fraction
of Mr, A, PRIDAVOK in london are too hasty to ba oconsidered soriously, His follower
in Czochoslovaltis are scanty and the demoeratic oxile groups do not count wvith him
either, His worshippers do not know him personally; they regard him as the moat
outapoken anti-commnist and form their owun {llusions about his peraonality vhish
disappes® as goon as thoy come in contast with reality, It is our opinion that
Genoral PRCHALA will ro to the histery of our emigration as a littlo episode.

General Ppehala‘s group is oxploiting the fact of his long emigration and
Abgence from his oun country and hns somo financial moans at disposal., It has {its
ovn paper "Cesky boj" publighed in London, His followers are recruited from omigrantp
vho loft Czecho¥elevaldn partly before the last war, but mostly whe left bstwoen
the yoars 1945-47, It ig caharaterigtic that they generally live outside tho camps,
They found in London Czech Nationnl Committeeo which operates alse in the U.S, Zome
and hag nothing in common with Czechoslovak Relief Committeo,

Prchaln's group accepts the Slovak mepavratism, supports it on acoocunt of common
ideoclogical affinity, and thoy plan together a Contral Furopoan Faderation, General
Prchaln acts entirely with tho people of his kind, They are mationalist in outlook,
their emotionnl and ideological backgowund is quite bpposed to the idees on which
a healthy and organic federation could urise, The real motives bohind Prehala's
federation plans are opportuniat in character, The ides of federation, if the latter
is to be workable, yreauppoeoa aupra-nn\tiloml feeling axd democratic thinltingjit pre-
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supposes the super-gession of nationalism, not 1ts asgertion vhich < in its sub-
stance « is a national egoism,
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